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' No, certainly,' he rates, 4 it was not to attain the ignoble and
immoral everyone for himself that so many great men, holy martyrs of
thought, have shed, from epoch to epoch, from century to century, the
tears of the soul, the sweat and hlood of the body. Beings of devoted-
ness and love, they laboured and suffered for something higher than
the individual; for that Humanity which ought to be the object of all
our efforts, and to which we are all responsible. Before a generation
which scorned or persecuted them, they calmly uttered their pro-
phetic thoughts, with an eye fixed on the horizon of future times;
speaking to that collective being which ever lives, which ever learns,
and in which the divine idea is progressively realized ; for that city of
the human race, which alone, by the association of all intellects, of all
loves, and of all forces, can accomplish the providential design that
presided over our creation here below.'
It was with his lofty idealism and his constant emphasis upon duty
rather than on rights that he sought to inspire the Italian working
class. It became clear to him that without their active participation
in the movement for unity and republic, Italy would never be able to
achieve her goal.
But Mazzini was opposed to social revolutionary theories that
ignored the possibilities of a harmonious relationship between capital
and labour, between individual and society. He warned the bour-
geoisie that the labouring classes would rally to' the purely negative and
subversive ideas ' if all arbitrary class-distinction were not abolished.
His objection to the creed of class struggle was that it considered the
social problem as a merely economic question. It was his firm con-
viction that once society was organized on the principles of association,
the spectre of class struggle would disappear.
Mazzinfs economic ideas were thus opposed to those of Marx, He
could give no credence to the materialistic interpretation of history,
and he found him * a man of acute but dissolvent genius, domineering
in temper, jealous^of the influence of others without strong philosophic
or religious beliefs.' As a counterblast to the First International, he
even thought of organizing a Congress of Workers' Association in
Rome. Mazzini was, however, represented at the meetings of the First
International in London. Silone writes: 'Karl Marx drew up the
inaugural statement of outlook and, with his tongue in his cheek we
may be sure, inserted a number of sentences to satisfy Mazzini, as fox
instance, the recommendation that the workers " unite all over the
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